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Challenges: 
Barriers to entry for Australian lawyers 
highlighted by APEC Legal Services Initiative

• Responses from 48 jurisdictions in:

• Australia

• Canada

• Chile

• China

• Hong Kong

• Indonesia

• Korea

• Japan

•Papua New Guinea

•The Philippines

•Singapore

•Chinese Taipei

•Thailand

•United States

•Viet Nam



Fly-in, fly out practice 
(a type of mode 4)

Fly-in, fly-out (by jurisdiction)

Fly-in, fly-out permitted

Fly-in, fly-out not

permitted



Limited licensing
(mode 4 – or not seen as a trade issue)

Limited licensing (by country)

Allow limited licensing

Do not allow limited

licensing

Limited licensing (by jurisdiction)

Allow limited licensing

Do not allow limited

licensing



Limited licensing - limited uptake

Foreign legal consultants registered

No registrations

Less than 10 individuals

registered

More than 10 registered

More than 1000

registered



Full licensing 
(mode 4 – or not seen as a trade issue)

Full licensing (by country)

Allow full licensing

Do not allow full

licensing



Commercial association 
(mode 3 and a way of facilitating modes 1 & 2) 

Establish and hire local lawyers

May open office and hire

local lawyers

Man not open office and

hire local lawyers

Commercial association

Some commercial

association allowed

No commercial

association allowed



Are trade agreements part of the answer?



There are lots of regional trade 
agreements…



… but they tend to lack ambition on legal 
services.



So what?


